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REMARKS 

Claims 1,4-16 and 18, all the claims pending in the application, stand rejected. No 
claims are amended or cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Reitmaier et al (USPN 6,342,117). This rejection is traversed for at least the 

following reasons. 

Reitmaier et al 

In framing the rejection, the Examiner briefly asserts that the newly cited patent to 
Reitmaier et al "teaches the claimed process as evidenced at co! 1, Ins 48-64 and fig 1." 
However, AppUcants respectfully request the Examiner to consider several key expressly stated 
features of the invention, which are not disclosed, thereby precluding anticipation. 

Reitmaier discloses a method for the application of a layer remaining permanently 
adhesive onto the inside of a breast prosthesis. Disclosed are three alternative methods. In each 
of these alternative methods a prosthesis sheath is manufactured. This sheath has the shape of a 
bag and is filled through an edge opening so that due to the elasticity of the film material the 
prosthesis sheath assumes the shape of the later breast prosthesis (column 3, lines 42 to 47). The 
sheath filled with the silicon rubber is inserted into a mold which has mold lid 5 that possesses a 
recess 6 that is a negative shape of the adhesive layer to be applied to the rear side of the 
prosthesis. After the closing of the mold the adhesive layer is cured in an oven together with, the 
prosthesis body (column 3, lines 56 to 60). 

Claim 1 

According to present claim 1 a base body is produced by injection molding in a closed 

mold . 

Reitmaier does not disclose nor suggest to produce a base body by injection molding. 
The prosthesis body, which is inserted in the mold, is not a body produced by injection molding . 
Further the prosthesis body is not produced in the mold but outside . As stated above, the 
prosthesis body is a sheath filled with silicon rubber. This body is inserted into the mold. A 
body which is a sheath filled with a silicon rubber cannot be produced by injection molding in a 
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closed mold. For the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that Reitmaier does not 
anticipate the method according to the present application. 

Claims 4-8, 12, 14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Reitmaier et al (USPN 6342117). 

With regard to claims 4-8, 12, 14, and 16, the Examiner asserts that the product 
limitations are a mere obvious matter of choice dependent on the desired final product and of 
little patentable consequence to the claimed process since it is not a manipulative feature or step 
of the claimed process. Further, the Examiner asserts that the claimed product limitations are 
well-known in the molding art. 

Applicant respectfully submits that Reitmaier et al does not teach the process as recited in 
claim 1 and such process would not be obvious due to the significantly different technique used 
in the invention of claim 1. Thus, the rejected claims, which depend from claim 1, would be 
patentable due to that dependency. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 
/Alan J. Kasper/ 
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